





DIVING COLOMBIA

SAN ANDRES,
BY DANIELE FLORIO (an rmzam v Love wiTH coLomBia).

“When I arrived in San Andres, I thought I was going to live a dream for five days.
Today I can say [ have been living the dream for seven years. When you descend from
the plane, you imagine a Caribbean beach, white sand, time at a standstill What your
imagination does not tell you is that the sea can have seven colors, that barracudas
have blues eyes, and that the passion of the people is contagious. Before you know it,
you fallin love with San Andres, with Colombia, with the idea of continuing to come, or,

asin my case, of staying.”.
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San Andres

San Andres and Providencia are the northernmost islands of Colombia. Together with
The Cays, they offer unequaled land and seascapes, the warm, clear sea of seven colors,
and extensive coral reefs. At quite a distance from the shore and with only negligible
exposure to pollution, they offer the best visibility for all kinds of diving.



The southwestern area of 5an Andres is one of the best diving spots and can be reached
from the shore. The variety of coral is large, and reef fish are particularly abundant. A
very special site, located on the southeastern part of the island, is the Blue Wall Being
a completely vertical wall that allows divers to experience the sensation of a free fall
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The Island of Providenda, also known as Old Providence, is catalogued as an
incomparable ecotouristic destination due to its uniquely beautiful land and
seascapes. This unexplored island is graced by the typical flora, which can
be admired while horse back nding to the rhythm of the Caribbean breeze.
A visit to the neighboring Santa Catalina Island complements the trip to the
Archipelago. Here the quiet is disturbed only by the trill of the birds and the
noise made by the waves as they strike the rocks.among them, the famous
Pirate Morgan's head.

The walls of the following diving sites are worth mentioning: EL Bight, the
Turtle's Head, Felipe's Place, Manta's City, and Tete's Place. They are not very
deep, but the wealth and abundance of fish deserve to be highlighted.
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These are the species you can encounter while diving in this paradise:

» Angelfish (Pomacanthidae) in the following varieties: tricolor, queen, French, and
gray.

» Butterfly fish in the four-eyed, banded varieties, spotted, and long snoutvarieties.

» The damselfish {Pomacentridae) are represented by more than five species, among
them the common damsel, the giant damsel, and the sergeant major

» Blue surgeons are the most frequently observed species of the Acanturidae family.

» Concerning the nchness of species, the pamotfish (Scaridae) stands out with the
rainbow parrotfish, the papagayo fish, and the blue parrot fish, among many others.

» Silver fish, generally pelagic and camivorous, are represented by several species of
mackerel, tarpon, swordfish, barracuda, and shad.

« The cat or nurse shark, and less frequently, the reef and lemon sharks, among
others. I

, “angelFish g ' a B Damselfish cal Shark







coral Cerehro

The sea also charms divers with endless invertebrates, among them:

= Sponges, or Poriferans, in many forms: barrel sponge, elephant ear sponge, and chimney sponge.

= Coral, the main building block of reefs, presents a number of species in varied sizes, shapes, and
colors. The genus Acropora has the greatest representation with species of branching corals like
the moosa horn and the dear horn. The massive reefs are inhabited mainty by the brain star coral
[Diploria) and the star mountain (Montastrea) corals. The lettuce, fire, finger, and mustard corals are

easy to watch, as well as several varieties of soft coral mowving with the waves or stratching in tha
direction of the current.

» Crustaceans are represanted by 3 wealth of spacies, among them the spider crab or cemtolla, tha
thormy lobstar, and the cleaner shrimp.

« The most representative species of the phylum Eguinodermata are: the water lilies, which adhere to

the edges of coral colonies; the sea hedgehogs and the brittle stars, which adhera to barrel sponges.
Also, the sea cucumbers and the baskat stars, which display their splendor at might.

It is also possibleto obseve and enjoy two other ecosystems: mangroves and seagrass beds.

The red mangrove, especially its roots, is 3 substrate for sponges, algae, and clams.
Miriature versions of lzrge fish like barracudas, groupers, and snappers are sy o spot

The juvenile members of many speciesof fish can beobserved inthe meadows, aswell as the occasional
predator in search of its unsuspacting food.

Mubid=nquia
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

The average temperature is between 24 and 28 ®Celsius.

Visibility is between 30 and 60 meters almost all year.

Recommended suit: 3 mm

Types of diving: shore, boat, and sailboat (the latter requires living on board)



DIVING CENTERS
San Andres

SHARKY OIVE SHOP

Carretera Cirourvalar, Km 13

Phone: +57 (8] 513-0420 - 513-0433
Mobile phome: +57 (315) 303-5010
e-mai Lk buceoi@sharky diveshop.com
weani.sharkydiveshop.com

CEMTRDO DE BUCED BLUE LIFE

Hotel Sunrise Beach, Local 117

Phones +57 (8] 512-5318— 512-3977 Ext. 1247
Mokbile: +57 [315] 714-9032

e-mai L info@bluslifedive.com

wrered bluelifedive.com

BAM DA DIVE SHOP

Hotel Lord Pierme, Local 102

Edificio Hansa Reef, Lol 28
Phone: +57 [B] 513-1080 - 512-250
Muobile: +57 [315) 303-5428

e-mail: dive@bandadiveshopoom
wiweni. bandadiveshopoom

DIVERS TEAM

Hotel Aquarium Super Decameron, Local 1
Phome: +57 (8] 512-6923

Muobile: +57 [315) T70-1285

e-mdil: nelson @diversteam.net
wrenwdiversteam.com

FARIBIE OIVER

Aeda. Newball# 1-248, Edificio Galadn
Phone: +57 (8] 512-0100

e-mai L wemeisal @grmenet

wrvews karibikdivecoom

DIVERS DREAM

Hotel Agquarium

Phone: +57 [B] 512-65923

e-mai L informesi@diversdreamacom
wrerw.diversdream.com

SANANDRES DIVERS

El Bight, Manzana 10, Casa 5
Phone: +57 (8) 513-0719

e-mail: infoi@sanandresdivers.com
wiwend.sanan dresdivers.com

BUCEDCARIBEATZUL

Carrera El Radar, Pepper Hill, Hotel Caribe Azul
Phone: +57 (8] 513-0079

e-mail: harboleda@bisoom.co

SEA GARDEM

Hotel Mar zul

Fhone: +57 (8] 513-3912
e-mail: winasoo@biscomoo
wirvrw.bris. com.ooy'seagarden

DATRO Snarkeling & Ecotourism Center

Centro Comerdal Unisanandrss, 2do piso, (ficina # 14
Phone: +57 (B] 512-6973

e-mail: dolffig@latinmail.com

wrarn.dairom s

Providencia

PROVIDEN A MARIMS AND YACHT CLUB
Agua Mansa Sector

Fhone: +57 [313) T47-6238
e-mailinfo@providenceresfdivingoom
wrvnw.providenceresfdiving.com

SONNY OIVING SHOP

Fresh Water Bay

Fhone: +57 (B] S14-8231
e-mail: garenas@his.com.oo

SIRIUS OTVE CENTER

South West Bay

Phone: +57 (8] 514-82 13
e-mailkinfo@siriusdivecentercom
wrered.siriusdivecentercom

FELIPE'S DIVING

Cabanias EL RECRED — Agua Dulce
Phone: +57 (8] 514-8775

e-mailk info @ felipediving.com
wrerw. felipedivin g.com

SCUBA TOWM

0ld Towen

Fhone: 57 (8] 514-8481
e-mail: jercdive@yahoooom

Special thanks o
Agenda del Marwwesagendadelmar.com
Chiwing Planet weees.divingplanet.org
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